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Community comes together to donate pool table, resources for young adult with autism  
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Paula Carson, with UNIFOR, Travis Mayor, and his moth Diane Mayor stand behind the pool 
table at their Tilbury house. Travis goes to Community Living’s adult respite program in 
Chatham and thanks to generous donation from the community, has a pool table to play with 
there as well. 

Community Living has a new pool table, thanks to a good idea and a lot of help. 

Travis Mayor, 23, has autism.  The Tilbury man has been going to Community Living since he 
was 16, first at the respite house for the children in Chatham and later to their Adult Respite 
Program.  At home, he loves to play pool. 

Community Living was a weekend excursion at first, a 20-minute drive from Travis’s house in Tilbury. His mother, Diane, was hesitant but she 
soon saw how much her son enjoyed the programs at Community Living. 

“He loved it,” she said. “We started like a couple hours to begin with … and then after that he went just for a day, and then we finally started one 
night, and then the weekends.” 

The Mayors live in Tilbury, the place they’ve lived their whole lives. Diane and her husband have two children; she does shift work at the local 
AutoLiv manufacturing plant, which makes a service like Community Living especially helpful. 

And the respite house for children was perfect for Travis. It had toys, books, and everything else he could want. But when Travis turned 18 he 
graduated to the adult program. 

The day program teaches Travis and other people life skills. It has a computer and a television, a few Lego pieces, and a few puzzles – a far cry 
from the youth centre, in other words. 

“When you’re at the children’s respite it’s like going to Disneyland,” Mayor said.  “They have every single thing you can imagine in this place for 
them to do; they have tonnes and tonnes of puzzles and games, they have a Snoezelen room, they’ve got foosball tables.  They’ve got all kinds 
of stuff.” 

“Then you go to the adult one,” Mayor added.  “They’ve got nothing there.” 

The last piece of inspiration came when one of the women who works with Travis mentioned a new renovation project at Community Living. 

“They says they’re renovating the basement, and I says ‘oh, you are?’,” Mayor said.  “‘Do you want a pool table?’” 

Days later she was on social media, putting out requests for a pool table. It didn’t take long before the local UNIFOR branch got back to her, 
saying they’d help if at all possible. 

“She told me the story,” said Paula Carson, UNIFOR’s AutoLiv plant chairperson.  “I think how I put it was ‘if you get the pool table we will help 
you with the costs of moving it and setting it up.’  That’s how simple it was.” 

Mayor’s sister-in-law contacted her shortly thereafter.  She knew a person who was moving, had a pool table, and more importantly, had no 
intention of bringing the table along. 

Months later, in late June, the pool table was installed.  It took about a month for the entire process, from start to finish. 

“It’s great for him,” Mayor said.  “Because he’s socializing with someone for him to do something that he can do, like roll a ball, and you can roll it 
back to him? That’s big.” 

The pool table is only the latest way the community has helped Mayor’s family.  She credits them with helping their family with Travis every step 
of the way, supporting him in school and helping finance excursions abroad. 

“We’ve had lots of support,” Mayor said. “From the Kinsmen Club, have supported us for different things; Travis was in a Bowl-a-Thon and they 
gave us a beautiful donation … the Lionesses have helped us before, purchasing a computer for him.  We’ve been very, very fortunate.” 
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